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failed with the great eastern garrison, he and his friends next turned their attention to the army of the north. In 1840 they crossed the Channel, a live eagle tied to the mast of their vessel, and descended on Boulogne. The affair was a ludicrous and ignominious failure The Pretender was this time put upon his trial and sentenced to lifelong imprisonment in the insalubrious castle of Ham Here, exhibiting the finer side of a character singularly compounded of good and evil, he addressed himself to the cultivation of those branches of knowledge which seemed likely to commend him to the rising generation. He composed a pamphlet on the extinction of pauperism which drew a warm eulogy from George Sand, advocated protective duties* on sugar, to conciliate the beetroot industry, and recommended a study of the Prussian military system to keep his name before the soldiers. Louis Blanc visited him in prison and found him interested in Socialism; Lord Malmesbury, another visitor, reported that five years of confinement had not emptied his mind or relaxed his faith. It is, however, probable that both m mind and body he was permanently affected by his imprisonment at Ham, that he here grew into those vague, dreamy, and indecisive habits which became the perplexity of his advisers and the calamity of his country, and that it was here that were sown the seeds of that serious malady without which Prussia might now be a less powerful State, and France a more weighty factor in the balance of Europe                                                          t
We are not here specially concerned with the moral aspect of Louis Bonaparte's early escapades. His defenders invite us to believe that he was justified in attempting to overturn a government which was supported by brute force alone. That the July monarchy was 'wholly without the spirit of improvement', and that it' wrought almost exclusively through the meaner and more selfish instincts of mankind', is the verdict of John Stuart Mill; but admitting all the allegations which have been brought against it, such as that it was sprung upon the country by a small knot of politicians and journalists, that it was neither brave, noi glorious, nor progressive, that it entirely failed to strike the common imagination 01 to enlist